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DD oonn   BB ii nn ggll ee  aann dd   hh ii ss  dd oogg..  

  

BB ii nn ggll ee  CCll aaii mm ss  FF ii rr sstt   
 
IAMTW member Donald J. 

Bingle won the California 

Literary Arts Society Memoir 

Contest this summer with his 

story òFatherõs Day.ó Bingle, of 

Illinois, was invited to the 

Ventura Book Festival for the 

awards ceremony. The 

beginning of his winning entry 

reads: 

You never know what day 

your kids are going to remember 

most about growing up.  

You hope that it is a good 

day, a day wh en you have 

performed well as a parent. 

Your grea test fear is that it will 

be a bad day, a day when you 

lost your temper or let the dog 

run out in front of traffic, or a 

day when something happened 

that is only talked about in 

front of high -priced therapis ts. 

In my case it was the day my 

dad bought sod.  

 

SSccrr ii bb eess  ff oorr   GGaamm ee--

RReell aatt eedd   WWrr ii tt ii nn gg  
 

Matt Forbeck and Nathan 

Long captured top honors for 

their game -related novels in the 

original and adapted categories. 

The wins were announced at 

Gen Con in Indianapolis, IN 

during August.  

Long won the original 

category with Warhammer: 

Elfslayer . Forbeck won the 

adapted category with The 

Mutant Chronicles.  

Forbeck and Long shown 

together at  the San Diego 

Comic -Con.  

 

IAMTW member John 

Helfers presented the awards 

during a cer emony at the 

convention. Helfers and several 

other IAMTW members were 

part of the Gen Con Writerõs 

Symposium, which sponsored 

more than 90  hours of seminars 

and workshops.  

John Helfers at a reading 

during the Gen Con Game Fair . 

 

TT ii ee--II nn   WWrr ii tt eerr ss  GGeett   

SSeerr ii oouu ssll yy   FF uu nn nn yy   
 

IAMTW Grand Master 

Keith R.A. DeCandido 

Roasted for Charity  

 
Weõve all heard the adage, òIf 

you canõt say something nice 

about a person, itõs better to say 

nothing at all.ó  

This is true everywhere 

except at a comedy roast for 

charity ñand on Fri day, July 10, 

2009, a panel of media tie -in 

authors roasted one of their own 

to raise $1,041 for the American 

Red Cross. 
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Appropriately enough, the 

entire idea started as a joke. In 

July of 2008, IAMTW members 

David Mack and Dayton Ward 

were walkin g the show floor at 

Comic-Con International in San 

Diego when Ward, surveying a 

table of toys imported from 

Japan, found a faux -gold-plated 

figurine of Comic Book Guy 

from The Simpsons . Holding up 

the figure to Mack, Ward asked, 

òThis is great, but what the hell 

would I do with it?ó Mack 

replied, òGive it Keith [R.A. 

DeCandido] as an award: 

ôWorst. Tie-in Writer. Ever.õ ó 

Pulling out his wallet to pay the 

toy merchant, Ward replied, 

òSold!ó 

Later that evening, the pair 

was in a hotel bar, ending the 

day by sharing a few drinks 

with their editors and Wardõs 

writing partner, Kevin Dilmore. 

When the question was raised of 

where and when to present 

DeCandido with his dubious 

award . I t was Dilmore who 

made what turned out to be a 

fateful utterance: òThe Roast of 

Keith R.A. DeCandido.ó 

Like so many gags concocted 

over drinks in a hotel bar, this 

one might have faded away and 

been forgotten by the next 

morning ñbut Mack realized it 

was too good an idea to 

abandon. òIõd been searching for 

a fun event to participate in at 

Shore Leave,ó Mack said, 

referring to an annual fan -run 

convention that regularly 

showcases a very large number 

of Star Trek  novelists and short -

fiction authors. òThis seemed 

like a perfect fit for them. 

Besides, weõd probably have 

spent the weekend mocking 

Keith  anyway, and this way we 

could raise money for charity at 

the same time.ó 

Taking the reins as the 

eventõs producer, Mack quickly 

recruited a number of Star Trek  

literary luminaries to 

participate in the event. Robert 

Greenberger was tapped to  

serve as the eventõs emcee, or 

roastmaster, and the panel 

included authors Kirsten Beyer, 

Michael Jan Friedman, Glenn 

Hauman, and editor Marco 

Palmieri, as well as Mack, 

Ward, and Dilmore. The biggest 

star on the dais, however, was 

the man who agreed to a dvise 

the rest of the panel on how to 

put on a proper roast: 

bestselling author and comic -

book superstar Peter A. David.  

òWeõd have been lost without 

Peter,ó Mack said. òFrom the 
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